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5 Notice of Rejection 

Application Number : 2005-509295 
Issuing Date: June 26, 2009 
Examiner in charge: Toshiki HATTORI 3736 3V00 
10 Agent : Hiroaki SAKAI 

Applied Art: Art 29, paragraph 2 



The subject application should be refused for the reasons mentioned 
15 below. If the applicant has any argument against the reason, such argument 
should be submitted within 60 days from the dispatch date of this notification. 



Reasons 

Art 29, paragraph 2 

20 

The invention(s) disclosed in the claim(s) listed below of the 
present application is/are not patentable under the provision of Section 29(2) of 
the Patent Law because it/they could have easily been made by a person having 
ordinary knowledge in the technical field to which the invention(s) pertain(s), on 
25 the basis of the invention(s) described in the publication(s) listed below which 



was/were distributed or which has/have become available to the public via the 
telecommunication line in Japan or foreign countries prior to the filing of the 
present application. 

5 Note (For cited documents see List of Cited References) 

Claim 1 (References 1 to 3) 

Page 3, lower left col., line 15 to page 4, lower left col., line 9 and FIGs. 1, 2, 
etc., of Reference 1 disclose an invention of a power conversion apparatus 

10 including a main circuit portion (3) having a switching portion that performs 
switching DC voltage including DC voltage generated from AC voltage and 
outputs AC voltage of arbitrary frequency and voltage, a storing means for 
pre-storing setting information regarding such as setting and displaying 
concerning a load operation such as an operation mode under loading, and a 

1 5 control unit (8) that controls a switching element constituting the switching portion 
into a desirable on/off operation state based on information from various sensors 
that are provided in the main circuit portion and information concerning a load 
operation that is preset in the storing means, the power conversion apparatus 
further comprising a storing unit (14) that stores an operation history concerning 

20 the main circuit portion. 

The invention of claim 1 of the present application differs from Reference 1 
on following points. 

25 (1 ) The invention set forth in claim 1 of the present application is configured 



such that the main circuit portion and the control unit are mutually separable and 
attachable, allowing attaching a control unit by changing among control units 
having various control modes with respect to one main circuit portion, whereas 
the inventions of Reference 1 do not have such a construction. 
5 (2) The invention set forth in claim 1 of the present application is equipped 
with a storing unit that stores at least features for the main circuit portion, 
calibration values, manufacturing histories, operation histories, and specifications 
for various sensors, whereas the inventions of Reference 1 have the similar 
storing unit, however, it is unclear whether the storing unit is provided in the main 
10 circuit portion. 

With respect to the difference (1), Reference 2 discloses an invention 
allowing attaching and changing a control unit with respect to a main circuit 
portion to change functions of an inverter (see paragraph 17, FIG. 10, etc.). 
15 Furthermore, an invention allowing attaching and changing a memory 

that stores a controlling function with respect to a main circuit portion is disclosed 
in Reference 3 (see paragraphs 41 to 45 and FIGs. 6, 7, etc.). 

Therefore, it is recognized that a person skilled in the art could have easily 
20 achieved a construction allowing attaching a control unit by changing among 

control units having various control modes with respect to one main circuit portion 
by configuring such that the main circuit portion and the control unit are mutually 
separable and attachable in the disclosure of Reference 1 . 

25 With respect to the difference (2), in the disclosure of Reference 1 , the storing 



means that stores an operation history of the main circuit portion has a different 
construction from that of the control unit. 

The contents stored in the storing means are information concerning the 
main circuit portion such as a semiconductor switching element or a smoothing 
5 capacitor. 

In light of the above, a person skilled in the art could have easily achieved 
arranging the storing means in the main circuit portion in a construction allowing 
attaching a control unit by changing among control units having various control 
modes with respect to one main circuit portion by configuring such that the main 
1 0 circuit portion and the control unit are mutually separable and attachable in the 
disclosure of Reference 1 without necessitating particular creativity. 

Consequently, a person skilled in the art could have easily achieved the 
invention of claim 1 of the present application based on the inventions of 
15 References 1 to 3. 
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